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26 August 1852

Holland, Michigan

The male members of the congregation of the First Reformed Church attended a meeting
on this date. The congregation approved of the nomination of Brothers Rijdsma and
Jonker as elders of the congregation. Their names would be published on three
consecutive Sundays. The Pioneer School now referred to as the institute, was reported
to be "developing powerfully..." The school must be considered a gift to the entire
colony. Hence all congregations should support the school. The funding of the bell for
the village was yet incomplete. Nearly $40 was still needed to cover its cost.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 53-55.
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Nothing further requiring the attention of the meeting, the assembly was closed with a
prayer of thanksgiving by Elder Hekhuis.
A. C. van Raalte, president
J. Labots, clerk

Congregational Meeting of the male members of the church
Held August 26, 1852
ARTICLE 1 — After Rev. van Raalte had opened the meeting with prayer, he informed
the meeting that he was required by the decision of the consistory to announce three
items for the agenda.
The first is the nomination for two elders, Brothers Rijdsma and Jonker. The next
concerns the institution (school) for education of our youth, which we currently have in
our midst; and thirdly, the matter of the monies that must still be paid for the bell.
ARTICLE 2— By motion, it was decided to accept the nomination of the afore-mentioned
brothers as elders. They will be assigned to the village and since there were no
objections by the congregation, they will be nominated by publishing their names for
three consecutive Sundays.
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for the approval of the congregation.
ARTICLE 3 — Concerning the institute (academy-Hope College) which we have in our
midst, it was reported that it is developing powerfully and demonstrating the absolute
necessity that this institution should remain in our midst. This will require that we enlist
all of our efforts to achieve this purpose. To do so will mean that our young people will
be instructed in the knowledge and subjects which they will require in order to be of
profit, both to church and to society.
This will also make, it possible to prepare our children as missionaries and gospel
proclaimers. However, in order to bring this to realization with God's blessing, we must
be mindful of the fact that this is a great privilege given to us to have such an educational
institution in our midst. This is a gift, not only for our immediate community but also for
the entire colony.
Since other congregations rightfully have a role in this gift, but, in many cases, are unable
due to lack of means to make use of this privilege for their children, we must be
motivated by love for the general well-being and insist
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that everyone support the work as God has blessed them.
A fund must be established so that parents who desire to send their children will be
enabled to do so easily. The above-mentioned cause is supported with many additional
urgent reasons, and these are mentioned in the discussion. Many in our congregation are
prepared to make a contribution for this precious purpose.
ARTICLE 4 — Rev. van Raalte calls to the attention of the assembly that nearly $40.00
must still be paid for the expenses of the bell in the village. He adds that he is the
responsible person for this debt and that since the bell is really the property of the entire
community, the congregation is obligated to bring up its share in order that difficulties
might not ensue. Nearly no one indicates willingness to assume any financial
responsibility and the meeting is closed with prayer of thanksgiving by Rev. van Raalte.

A. C. van Raalte, president
J. Labots, clerk
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